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of a country villa, called House of the Wind, took
pity upon the forlorn group and agreed to let his
villa to them for fifty francs a month.   But they
had not reckoned with the approaching rainy
season.   After the first deluge the house was un-
inhabitable.   The walls were so damp that they
began to swell like a sponge, and, since there was
no fireplace, there was no way of resisting the
cold invasion of rain.   During the few fine days
after their arrival, George Sand and Chopin had
undertaken  a long  excursion  to  the  northern
coast which had overtaxed Chopin's strength.
Exhaustion led to illness, and, with the coming
of the rain, he grew worse.    They were com-
pelled to light fires in braziers, but the comfort
they had from warmth was discounted by smoke
which increased Chopin's suffering by bringing
on fits of coughing.    To make their plight still
worse, they could get no service from the natives ;
for the Majorcans regarded them with horror and
feared infection.    Before long the owner urged
them to leave, and they departed from his House
of the Wind and took one of the dwellings of the
Charterhouse of Valdemosa.   Two years before,
the property of the religious orders had been con-
fiscated, and this Charterhouse had been closed.
George Sand and Chopin were able to rent a
building consisting of three cells for thirty-five
francs a year.   There lived in the Charterhouse
only the sacristan, a chemist, a serving-woman
called Maria Antonia, in whom piety and dis-
honesty were reconciled, and two servant-girls.